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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

¥¥¥ 

[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this Department.] 
CAN MISTING OF EYEGLASSES BE PREVENTED! 

Deajr Editob: Can you tell me whether there is any process to which 
eyeglasses can be subjected to prevent misting in an operating roomt Doctors 
complain of the trouble so much in a small operating room with a sterilizing 
room adjoining. I should greatly appreciate any information. M. D. N. 

North Dakota. 

JOURNALS WANTED 

Deab Editob : Can any one supply the following numbers of the Joubnal, 
which I lack to make up some sets I am having bound: 1904, January, February, 
June, July, August, September, October, November, December; 1905, January; 

1906, January, April, May, June; 1911, November. 

10 Howard St., Salem, Mass. Mabion P. Manague. 

[Any one having these copies of the Joubnal to dispose of should write 
to Miss Manague before sending them, as she might otherwise receive many 
duplicates. — Ed.] 

PRENATAL NURSING 

Deab Editob: I was very much interested in A. A. N.'s letter in the 
March Joubnal. She will find in the February, 1909, Joubnal, my article on 
" Newer Interpretation of Charity," read before the New York State Nurses' 
Association in October, 1908, in which was described the prenatal work estab- 
lished by the New York Association for Improving the Condition of the Poor in 

1907. This was the first work of the kind done in America. As early as 1904 
England was doing this work in St. Pancras. Quoting Dr. John F. J. Sykes, 
medical officer of health, " Since 1904 our work in St. Pancras has been based 
upon the psychological law that infant life is dependent upon the mother from 
nine months before birth until nine months after birth, and the mother has 
been made the centre round which all the agencies revolve for the protection and 
preservation of the health of both mother and child, for these two are one 
flesh more truly even than husband and wife." 

I patterned my work in El Paso, Texas, with the Mexican mothers, along 
this line, and we were doing a wonderful work there in 1910. To me the 
spread of the work has been marvellous. An editorial on this subject appeared 
in the Joubnal for February, 1909. H. Gbace Fbanklin. 

California. 

CARE OF A BABY'S NAVEL 

Deak Editob : In answer to " One Who Wants to Know," I will give a 
method which I have found the best for caring for a baby's cord. 

For the first dressing I use two-inch squares of sterilized gauze, using 
about three or four of these squares. Cut these from one side to the centra 
Separate the two strips thus made and place one on either side of the cord, then 
cover with more gauze. By lifting this top dressing carefully, powder the 
cord generously each day with boric acid powder and there will be no moisture 
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and no odor. If the cord is infected before the nurse is called, the boric acid 
powder and alcohol will soon do away with the odor. 

I much enjoyed the article by Dr. John E. Boyd in the April Journal. He 
has the right conception of what a doctor or a nurse should be. I wish his 
paper might be read by all in the profession. We need more in both the medical 
and nursing profession who have his high ideals. S. X. S., R.N. 

Iowa. 

MISSIONARY NURSES NEEDED 

Dear Editor: Bishop Rowe, in charge of the work of the Episcopal Church 
in Alaska, urgently needs the help of three qualified trained nurses to take 
positions in small mission hospitals in different parts of the territory. There 
is one vacancy at St. John's, Ketchikan, and one at St. Matthew's, Fairbanks, 
and one at Our Saviour, Tanana. Ketchikan is on the southeastern coast, about 
600 miles north of Seattle. Fairbanks and Tanana are in the very centre of the 
country. 

It is desired that the nurses filling these posts should be members of the 
Episcopal Church, that they should be preferably between thirty and forty years 
of age, that they should have had thorough training and good hospital experi- 
ence, and be able to adapt themselves to all sorts of unusual conditions. 

The salary offered, $500, barely provides for living expenses. Travel ex- 
penses will be supplied. The term of service is five years. One does not 
necessarily, however, pledge herself to remain for five years. If any readers 
of the American Journal of Nursing are willing to help relieve Bishop Rowe's 
anxiety and at the same time find opportunity for effective, though poorly com- 
pensated, service, I will be glad to hear from them and will supply additional 
particulars. 

By the way, if any one does not care to venture into the rigorous climate 
of Alaska, possibly the Philippines would seem less forbidding. The Episcopal 
Church can offer a variety of climates in which missionary service needs to be 
rendered. Our St. Luke's Hospital at Manila is calling now for another nurse 
or two. John W. Wood, 

Secretary of the Board of Missions of the Episcopal Church. 
281 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 

SOME NURSES' VAGARIES 
L 

Dear Editor: After reading the article in the February Journal by Dr. 
Walter Sands Mills, I no longer wonder why the nurse's life is sometimes 
criticized by some of our best people. The American Journal of Nursing is 
read by many outside of the profession, and finds its way into homes where 
nurses may be employed or into the nurses' own homes. This article being 
read by her parents, for example, would be embarrassing for the nurse, beside 
causing the disappointment of the parents in having a daughter in a place of 
temptation, rather than in a school to broaden and better her life and help 
others as they intended it should be, and is. This comes from a doctor who, in 
his language, has had to do with nurses in and out of hospitals, who should 
without a question know. 

We freely give Dr. Mlils a right to his biased opinion of women, as he has 



